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Air Quality Planning in Texas

Traditional vs Early Local 
Planning
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Non-Attainment Planning
§ Each area has a TCEQ “SIP 

Coordinator” 
§ TCEQ technical staff completes 

modeling
§ State consults with local stakeholders in 

developing and revising SIP
– COG
– Chamber of Commerce
– Technical committee
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Near-Non-Attainment 
Support

§ Each area has a TCEQ “SIP 
Coordinator” contact

§ TCEQ technical staff 
– Coordinates Rider funding and contracts
– Supports and advises local technical work

§ State meets with and assists local 
groups in their planning efforts
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Areas Designated Nonattainment 
for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard
l Houston/Galveston 

~ Brazoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, 
Liberty, Montgomery, and Waller Counties

l Dallas/Fort Worth 
~ Collin, Dallas, Denton, and Tarrant Counties

l Beaumont/Port Arthur
l Hardin, Jefferson, and Orange Counties

l El Paso 
~ El Paso County *
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Attainment Goal

§ East Texas attainment date(s) of 
2007
– Modeling shows east Texas airsheds

inter-dependant
– Houston designated Severe with 

2007 attainment date, therefore no 
other areas can attain before then
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El Paso

l El Paso is currently designated 
nonattainment for PM, carbon monoxide, 
and ozone

l However, the area has clean data for all 
three pollutants

l The commission is currently working with 
the area and EPA to pursue redesignation 
SIPs for all three pollutants
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Northeast Texas SIP - 2001
l Area was under a Flexible Attainment 

Region (FAR) Agreement among the 
area, EPA, and TNRCC

l The FAR expired September 16, 2001
l The area has not been designated 

nonattainment, but has violated the 1-hour 
standard

l Extending the FAR was not an option
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Northeast Texas SIP - 2001
l The commission worked with the area 

to develop a SIP proposal to address 
the air quality problems

l This SIP includes agreed orders with 
three industries in the area to obtain 
the necessary emission reductions

l Adopted in March 2002 




