MARICOPA COUNTY DUST CONTROL FORECAST
ISSUED Wednesday, May 4, 2016
Five-day weather outlook:
The large ridge over the western United States will stick around for another day before the approaching low pressure
system kicks it off to the east. Before that happens, we will have one more day of very exceptionally warm
temperatures. Today is looking like it will be our first triple digit temperature of the year. While the low pressure system
will significantly drop temperatures, it will also bring windy conditions. Winds tomorrow afternoon are forecast to gust
over 30 mph. This will be sufficient to loft dust, creating another hazy day with isolated pockets of thicker blowing dust.
We are forecasting PM-10 concentrations to approach the federal health standard. Therefore, we will be upgrading the
dust risk to High for Thursday. Winds will continue to be breezy on Friday, but we do not expect speeds to be great
enough to create a dust concern. As a result, the dust risk will be Low on Friday and remain there through the end of
the forecast period. Looking at the weather, late Friday and into Saturday will have a chance for thunderstorms and
showers. It currently doesn't look like there will be enough moisture for a significant, widespread event, but a few
isolated areas around the Valley may see some rain. Along with the chance of rain, we will also see afternoon high
temperatures fall into the 70's for Friday through the weekend. Check back tomorrow for another update to the dust risk.
May the 4th be with you –R.Nicoll
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Day 1: Thu. 5/5/2016

Southwesterly winds
20-25 mph, with gusts
over 30 mph.

+

Stagnation not
expected.

=

HIGH

Day 2: Fri. 5/6/2016

West-southwesterly
winds 10-15 mph,
gusting to 20 mph.

+

Stagnation not
expected.

=

LOW

Day 3: Sat. 5/7/2016

Westerly winds 5-10
mph.

+

Light stagnation
expected.

=

LOW

EXTENDED OUTLOOK

Day 4: Sun. 5/8/2016

Westerly winds 5-10
mph.

+

Light stagnation
expected.

=

LOW

Day 5: Mon. 5/9/2016

Westerly winds 10-15
mph.

+

Light stagnation
expected.

=

LOW

The Maricopa County Dust Control Action Forecast is issued to assist in the planning of work activities to
help reduce dust pollution. To review the complete air quality forecast for the Phoenix metropolitan area,
as well as the health impacts for different air pollutants refer to ADEQ's Air Quality Forecast at
http://www.azdeq.gov/environ/air/ozone/ensemble.pdf.
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